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physical discussions, prayers and hymns, all composed with the purpose of establishing the superiority of one God to the rest among the Trinity of Brahma, Vishnu and Siva.
The Puranas, generally speaking, are not of great value from the point of view of literary art but they have an abiding interest for the student of Indian Cmlture, in tracing the;evolution of Indian thought in all its varied spheres, political, social and religious* The conflicting religious creeds and the attempts to unify them, the progress of the Hindu theological concepts, the several metaphysical schools of thought, the geographical and political divisions of the country, the dynasties that ruled over them, the various important cities and places of pilgrimage with their local traditions and, in some cases, even the Hindu concept of literature, music, dance and architecture are all reflected in these Puranas. They have served as source books for most of the poets and dramatists of the latter ages. Law-givers have turned to them as sources of authority, commentators on philosophical and ethical works have found in them a treasury of quotations and historians have found in them a chronicle of prehistoric ages. Many of the Puranas have exercised so profound an influence on the religious life of the respective sects that a study, recitation and exposition of these works are considered uptothis day as acts of great piety and devotion. One can say with certainty that the Puranas and the Itihasas constitute the entire cultural history of India.